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Board of Trustees 
Emergency Meeting Minutes 

March 16, 2020 
 

 

An Emergency Meeting of the Greenwood Board of Trustees was held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16, 2020 at the 

E.L. McDonald Community Center, 619 Main Street, Greenwood, Nebraska.  

Call to order 

Starr, Wilken, Piehl, and Gerlach are present.  Mack is absent.   

New Business 

1. Discussion approve disapprove temporary closure of library, rental halls, and clerk’s office 

Wilken explained that in the interest of public safety it has been recommended to close the library, rental 

halls, and clerk’s office until further notice.  The clerk’s office will be closed to public access.  The clerk will 

still be available to answer phone calls and conduct business via telephone or email.  Utility payments can be 

paid online or through the payment drop box.  A notice will be placed on the outside of the clerk’s door, the 

community door, fire hall, and post office.  Sobota questioned if the workers compensation policy would 

cover if volunteer fire & rescue contract Covid-19.  Wilken thought that it would but Cadwell will look into 

the matter further.   

Wilken made a motion to go into executive session for the discussion of paying employees during the closure 

of offices at 7:04pm.    Piehl seconded the motion. 

Aye-Piehl, Gerlach, Wilken, Starr   Nay-None   Motion carried 

Wilken made a motion to return from executive session for the discussion of paying employees during the 

closure of offices at 7:11pm.  Gerlach seconded the motion. 

Aye-Gerlach, Wilken, Starr, Piehl   Nay-None   Motion carried 

At this time, the board will recommend the library be closed.  The library personnel will do a deep clean of 

the library for a week.  Mandery will do a deep clean of the community center and fire hall for a week.  After 

the week of work, both library personnel and cleaning staff will be paid for an additional week off work.  The 

situation will be reevaluated after the 2-week period.  The clerk and maintenance staff will be working their 

regular hours not to exceed 80 hours in a two-week period.   

Sobota questioned if the Fire Hall could still be used as an emergency shelter if that would arise.  Wilken said 

that still be okay as long as there would not be more than 10 people occupying the building.   

Gerlach made a motion to approve the posting at the clerk’s office, community center, post office, and 

firehall to notify residents of the library, rental halls, and clerk’s office.  Wilken seconded the motion. 

Aye-Starr, Piehl,  

2. Discuss-Approve/Disapprove Public mass notification alerts pertaining to Agenda Item #1. 
The board decided that sending out mass notification alerts of closing the village offices is not warranted at 

this time. 

Gerlach made a motion to approve the posting at the clerk’s office, community board, post office, and firehall 

to notify residents of the closure of library, rental halls, and clerk’s office.  Wilken seconded the motion. 

Aye-Starr, Piehl, Gerlach, Wilken   Nay-None   Motion carried  

3. Discussion approve disapprove waiver of utility late fees for March 2020 in response to 

Covid-19 pandemic 

Wilken said that most people have not lost their jobs yet.  This waiver of late fees will be reevaluated next 

month at this time. 

Gerlach made a motion to table the waiver of utility late fees for next month.  Wilken seconded this motion. 

Aye-Piehl, Gerlach, Wilken, Starr   Nay-None   Motion tabled 

4. Discussion approve disapprove waiver of utility disconnections for March 2020 in 

response to Covid-19 pandemic 

Wilken feels this should be reevaluated at next month.  Piehl explained that people are panicking and buying 

supplies they would not normally need due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Things are changing by the hour.  

Wilken suggested evaluating each case individually.  

Piehl made a motion to approve the waiver of utility disconnects on a case by case basis for March 2020.  

Starr seconded the motion. 

Aye-Gerlach, Wilken, Starr, Piehl   Nay-None   Motion carried 
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Board Questions or Comments 

The board discussed whether to hold a regularly scheduled meeting next week.  Gerlach asked the EMS and 

Fire Department if they are in need of any supplies.  Sobota said they are stocked currently.  Wilken 

mentioned that there is a teleconference scheduled for tomorrow with EMS.  

Adjournment   

Wilken made a motion to adjourn at 7:27pm.  Gerlach seconded the motion. 

Aye-Starr, Piehl, Gerlach, Wilken   Nay-None   Motion carried  

 


